To:

ACCSC-Accredited Institutions and Other Interested Parties

From:

Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director

Date:

January 14, 2022

Subject:

Call for Comment: Commissioner Appointments

The Accreditation Alliance of Career Schools and Colleges (AACSC)1 presents the following topics for
comment by the membership and other interested parties:


Public Commissioner Appointment



School Commissioner Appointment

The Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC) welcomes and encourages the
comments of its accredited institutions and other interested parties on the topics listed above. The
Commission encourages all member institutions and interested parties to read carefully the Commission’s
request for feedback and to submit comments and recommendations for consideration by the Commission.
The Commission will give careful consideration to the comments received, particularly those that reflect
thoughtful insights which take into account what is best for the entire ACCSC membership and support and
enhance ACCSC’s mission.
All Comments are to be in the form of a PDF document on letterhead with the signature of the commenter.
Please send all written comments to the attention of Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director, via
e-mail to mccomis@accsc.org.


Written comments are due by February 1, 2022.

For assistance or additional information regarding this Call for Comment, please contact Michale S.
McComis, Ed.D., Executive Director, at 703.247.4520 or mccomis@accsc.org.

1

AACSC is the non-profit corporate entity. The organization does business as ACCSC.
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Appointment of Public Commissioners
This year, the Commission will appoint one (1) Public Commissioner to serve a four-year term beginning
July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2026. The ACCSC Bylaws define a Public Commissioner as a person
who:
i.

Has experience in industry, government, education (e.g., accreditation, postsecondary, public,
private, adult or vocational/career-oriented), or in similar or allied fields;

ii. Is not an employee, member of the governing board, owner, shareholder, or consultant of an
institution that is accredited by the Commission, has applied for accreditation by the
Commission, or is affiliated with a School Commissioner or any institution or entity which is
also affiliated with a School Commissioner;
iii. Is not a member of any trade association or membership organization related to, affiliated
with, or associated with ACCSC; and
iv. Is not a spouse, parent, child, or sibling of an individual identified in paragraph (ii) or (iii) of
this definition.
The Nominating Committee has put forth the following candidate for the appointment to be made by the
Commission:


Joanne Wenzel

In accordance with the nomination and selection process outlined in Section 1.05 of the ACCSC Bylaws,
Public Commissioners shall be appointed by the Accrediting Commission, after affording the members of
the Corporation the opportunity to comment, on the nominee(s) designated by the Nominating Committee.
Ms. Wenzel’s nomination packet, resume, and statement of interest is available by clicking the link on her
name above.

Appointment of a School Commissioner
This year, the Commission will appoint one (1) School Commissioner to serve a four-year term beginning
July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2026. The Bylaws define a School Commissioner as a person who:
i.

Is an experienced proprietor, owner, or bona fide executive of a member of the Corporation as
described in Section 2.01 hereof that has been accredited by ACCSC for at least five years
without the issuance of a Warning (in the preceding 12 months) or Probation (in the preceding
five years) at the time of the individual’s nomination to serve as a School Commissioner;

ii. Has at least five years of ownership or bona fide executive experience in an ACCSC-accredited
school, has participated in at least one full accreditation process with an ACCSC-accredited
school, and is active in school operations;
iii. Has a past record demonstrating:
1. A commitment to providing quality education to students;
2. A commitment to ethical, fair, and honest practice; and
3. Compliance with accrediting standards and applicable federal, state, and local
requirements.
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In accordance with the School Commissioner appointment process set forth in Section 1.04(b) of the
AACSC Bylaws, a School Commissioner shall be appointed by the Accrediting Commission, after affording
the members the opportunity to comment, on the nominee(s) designated by the Nominating Committee.
The Nominating Committee has put forth the following candidate for the appointment to be made by the
Commission:


Michael Romano, Universal Technical Institute

Mr. Romano’s nomination packet, resume, and statement of interest is available by clicking the link on her
name above.

Comment Submission
Please take the time to review each candidate for the Commissioner vacancies and e-mail any comments
you feel may assist the Commission in making its appointments. Please submit comments using the
following guidelines:


Presented on school letterhead;



Signed; and



Converted to .pdf format

Submit relevant and appropriate comments directly to Michale S. McComis, Ed.D., ACCSC Executive
Director, at mccomis@accsc.org.
Please feel free to contact Dr. McComis at 703.247.4520 or mccomis@accsc.org with any questions you
may have regarding the nomination or appointment process.

Michael S. Romano
Universal Technical Institute
As educators, I believe that we have a higher calling to serve, which is
why I have put my name forward for consideration to serve as an
ACCSC Commissioner.
In 2006, I made a major change in my career based on the profound
impact a vocational program had in my early professional life and I
wanted to be a part of helping others achieve this same experience
through their pursuit of continued education.
15 years later the experience has far surpassed my expectations. Like so many others in
Education we change the world one life at a time, ultimately impacting generations to come.
Brief description of my journey…








Graduate of a career and technical school
Consumer Products sector
Career & Technical Education School Campus President
CTE Regional VP
CTE VP of Student Experience
Team Leader of ACCSC (8)
Arizona Private Postsecondary Education Board (5)

I have been on the frontline with our students and in support service roles that has allowed
me to better appreciate the challenges with operating multiple schools and the multitude of
student needs.
My story in education started because I had the opportunity to complete a program by an
ACCSC accredited school. My story continues with a desire to serve.
I believe my Experience, Education, and Volunteer Service will allow me to be of value as an
ACCSC Commissioner. My hope is you will feel the same.
Thank you and I appreciate you taking the time to consider me for this important role.

Michael S. Romano

