
March 23, 2018 ELECTRONIC DELIVERY & FEDERAL EXPRESS 
  

  

  

 

Director 

Bristow Academy School #M069038 

365 Golden Knights Boulevard 

Titusville, Florida 32780 

 

Dear  

 

At the February 2018 meeting, the Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (“ACCSC” or 

“the Commission”) considered its previous decision to defer action on the unannounced on-site evaluation 

conducted by ACCSC, and a request that the Commission consider and approve a change of ownership that 

had already taken place on November 1, 2017, as submitted by Bristow Academy located in Titusville, 

Florida.  The Commission reviewed the following: 

 The ACCSC September 11, 2017 deferral letter; 

 The school’s January 18, 2018 response to that letter; and 

 The school’s December 15, 2017 request that the Commission consider approving a change of 

ownership that took effect prior to receiving ACCSC approval. 

Based upon its review, the Commission determined that Bristow Academy failed to meet its burden of 

demonstrating compliance with the Standards of Accreditation in that the school failed to apply for and 

receive Commission approval of the change of ownership prior to the consummation of the transaction as 

specifically required by the Commission’s rules.   

 

Therefore, the Commission voted to withdraw the accreditation of Bristow Academy and to remove the 

school from the list of ACCSC-accredited institutions (Section VII (P)(1), Rules of Process and Procedure, 

Standards of Accreditation). The history of the Commission’s review and the reasons for the Commission’s 

decision to withdraw Bristow Academy’s accreditation are set forth below. 

 

HISTORY OF COMMISSION REVIEW 

 

August 2017 

At its August 2017 meeting, the Commission considered the June 14, 2017 on-site evaluation report from 

the unannounced on-site visit conducted at Bristow Academy. Upon review of the on-site evaluation report, 

and the school’s response to that report, the Commission voted to defer final action until the February 2018 

meeting in order to provide the school with an additional opportunity to demonstrate compliance with 

accrediting standards in the following areas: successful student achievement, student satisfaction, Program 

Advisory Committees, admissions, and the school’s vocational objectives. 

 

December 2017 

In a letter dated December 15, 2017, Bristow Academy notified ACCSC that ownership of the school had 

changed effective November 1, 2017—a time well before the school had applied for approval for the change 

of ownership as required by ACCSC’s accrediting standards. While ACCSC records reflect that the change 
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of ownership application was submitted with the school’s December 15, 2017 letter, the application was 

submitted 45 days after the change of ownership occurred on November 1, 2017. 

 

February 2018 Review and Action 

At its February 2018 meeting, the Commission reviewed Bristow Academy’s December 15, 2017 request 

that the Commission consider approving a change of ownership that took effect prior to receiving ACCSC 

approval and took note of the school’s argument that it was unable to follow ACCSC’s requirements for 

seeking approval of a change of ownership in advance of the sale due to requirements of the Securities and 

Exchange Commission (SEC). 

 

According to the December 15, 2017 letter, Bristow Academy stated that the new owners were “legally 

precluded” from disclosing the acquisition of the school within the thirty-day window by the U.S. Securities 

Exchange Commission (SEC) laws and regulations. The school’s letter also posits that “in addition to being 

prohibited by the Securities Act, submittal of the Part I before we notified our Government customers and 

the public of the sale could have [emphasis added] derailed the sale.” The school’s letter also indicates, 

“[t]he regrettable circumstance was unavoidable and we apologize for not being able to comply with the 

ACCSC Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation, which may not have been drafted for 

the unique flight training school that we operate for US and foreign national aspiring aviators.” 

 

The Commission found that Bristow Academy provided no evidence to support its assertions that SEC 

restrictions prevented the school from notifying ACCSC of the change of ownership in advance. The school 

provided no citation from any statute, regulation, or other legal authority to support its assertion.  In the 

Commission’s experience, no such restrictions have prevented other publically-traded owned schools from 

notifying ACCSC in advance of a change of ownership resulting in a change of control. Moreover, Section 

IV (E)(2)(d), Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation specifically states that the 

Commission recognizes that defining control of companies with stock that is publicly traded in securities 

markets and registered with the SEC may involve additional considerations. But in these cases, the general 

definition of a change of ownership still applies and the Commission’s notification requirements remain in 

full force and effect. 

 

The Commission determined that the school failed to meet the burden to demonstrate continuous 

compliance with the Standards of Accreditation in that the school failed to apply to the Commission for a 

change of ownership and to receive prior approval for the transaction as required. ACCSC’s accrediting 

standards provide detailed instructions regarding change of ownership application requirements and recite 

explicit ramifications for a school that undergoes a change of ownership prior to receiving Commission 

approval. Section IV (E)(2), Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation states the 

following:  

A change of ownership of an accredited school that results in a change of control requires approval 

of a transfer of accreditation to the new owner prior to the consummation of the change of 

ownership. In such a case, the Commission reviews a proposed transfer of accreditation to 

determine whether there is a substantial likelihood that the school will remain in compliance with 

accrediting standards after the ownership change. If the school fails to obtain the Commission’s 

approval prior to the change of ownership, the accreditation of the school will not transfer. 

Consummation of a change of ownership without the Commission’s prior approval will result in 

withdrawal of the accreditation of the school effective as of the date of the ownership change 
[emphasis added]. Appropriate state and federal agencies will be notified. 
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The ramifications for failure to secure ACCSC approval prior to the change of ownership are also addressed 

in Section IV (E)(2)(i), Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation, which states the 

following: 

Failure to Obtain Advance Approval: Failure to obtain approval of the transfer of accreditation in 

advance of the change of ownership will result in the removal of the school from the list of ACCSC-

accredited schools as of the date that the change of ownership occurred.  

 

Based on the foregoing, the Commission determined that: 

a. Bristow Academy completed a change of ownership prior to receiving Commission approval; 

b. The ACCSC Standards of Accreditation explicitly state that consummation of a change of ownership 

without the Commission’s prior approval will result (emphasis added) in the withdrawal of a school’s 

accreditation effective as of the date of ownership change; and 

c. Bristow Academy failed to provide any evidence, other than wholly unsupported assertions, to show 

that the school could not have complied with ACCSC’s requirements. 

Accordingly, the Commission voted to withdraw the accreditation of Bristow Academy and remove the 

school from the ACCSC list of accredited institutions effective as of November 1, 2017. 

 

In accordance with Section X, Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards of Accreditation, the reasons 

for the Withdrawal Order are made public and provided to the U.S. Department of Education, 

appropriate state agencies, and appropriate accrediting agencies. 

 

Teach-Out Plan: 

Pursuant to federal law, an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education must 

require a teach-out plan from an institution subject to an adverse accreditation decision to withdraw 

accreditation. Therefore, in accordance with Section IV (F)(1)(c) Rules of Process and Procedure, 

Standards of Accreditation the Commission requires that Bristow Academy submit a completed ACCSC 

Institutional Teach-Out Plan Approval Form to demonstrate how Bristow Academy will ensure the 

opportunity for students to complete their program of study. The school Teach-Out Plan should be 

submitted on or before April 2, 2018.  

 

Appeal and Reapplication Process and Procedure: 

Bristow Academy may opt to appeal the Commission’s decision to withdraw accreditation or may elect to 

reapply for accreditation. Details regarding the reapplication and appeal procedures are outlined in the 

ACCSC Rules of Process and Procedures, Standards of Accreditation. 

 If Bristow Academy elects to appeal this decision, the school must sign and return the enclosed Letter 

of Intent to Appeal a Commission Decision, along with the Appeal Expense Fee of $6,000.00, on or 

before April 2, 2018. 

 If Bristow Academy elects to appeal this decision, the school’s Application for Appeal of a Commission 

Decision and Grounds for Appeal must be submitted on or before April 23, 2018. 

 If Bristow Academy elects not to appeal this decision, the Commission’s decision will become effective 

November 1, 2017. 

http://www.accsc.org/UploadedDocuments/1973/Teach%20Out%20Plan%202017.docx
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 The school may submit comments on or before April 2, 2018 in accordance with the enclosed Public 

Comment Disclosure Form. Comments submitted by the school will accompany any public disclosure 

of a final Commission action pursuant to Section X (D)(4), Rules of Process and Procedure, Standards 

of Accreditation. 

For additional information regarding the Commission’s decision, please contact me directly at 

  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michale S. McComis, Ed.D. 

Executive Director 

 
c:  

 

 

 

Encls: Letter of Intent to Appeal a Commission Decision 

 ACCSC Standing Appeals Panel Members 

 Public Comment Disclosure Form 




